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Proclamation 7864 of January 14, 2005

Religious Freedom Day, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
George Washington wrote, ‘‘The liberty enjoyed by the people of these
States, of worshipping Almighty God agreeably to their consciences, is
not only among the choicest of their blessings, but also of their
rights.’’; On Religious Freedom Day, Americans commemorate the pas-
sage of the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom in 1786, which
helped set the course for freedom of religion to be included in the First
Amendment to our Constitution.

Our Founding Fathers knew the importance of freedom of religion to
a stable and lasting Union. Our Constitution protects individuals’
rights to worship as they choose. Today, we continue to welcome the
important contributions of people of faith in our society. We reject reli-
gious bigotry in every form, striving for a society that honors the life
and faith of every person. As we maintain the vitality of a pluralistic
society, we work to ensure equal treatment of faith-based organizations
and people of faith.

As the United States advances the cause of liberty, we remember that
freedom is not America’s gift to the world, but God’s gift to each man
and woman in this world. This truth drives our efforts to help people
everywhere achieve freedom of religion and establish a better, brighter,
and more peaceful future for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 16,
2005, as Religious Freedom Day. I encourage all Americans to reflect
on the great blessing of religious freedom, to endeavor to preserve this
freedom for future generations, and to commemorate this day through
appropriate events and activities in homes, schools, and places of wor-
ship.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this fourteenth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7865 of January 25, 2005

60th Anniversary of the Liberation of Auschwitz
Concentration Camp, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
At the Auschwitz concentration camp, evil found willing servants and
innocent victims. For almost 5 years, Auschwitz was a factory for mur-
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der where more than a million lives were taken. It is a sobering re-
minder of the power of evil and the need for people to oppose evil
wherever it exists. It is a reminder that when we find anti-Semitism,
we must come together to fight it.

In places like Auschwitz, evidence of the horror of the Holocaust has
been preserved to help the world remember the past. We must never
forget the cruelty of the guilty and the courage of the victims at Ausch-
witz and other Nazi concentration camps.

During the Holocaust, evil was systematic in its implementation and
deliberate in its destruction. The 60th anniversary of the liberation of
Auschwitz is an opportunity to pass on the stories and lessons of the
Holocaust to future generations. The history of the Holocaust dem-
onstrates that evil is real, but hope endures.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, GEORGE W. BUSH, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Con-
stitution and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim January 27,
2005, as the 60th anniversary of the Liberation of the Auschwitz Con-
centration Camp. I call upon all Americans to observe this occasion
with appropriate ceremonies and programs to honor the victims of
Auschwitz and the Holocaust. May God bless their memory and their
families, and may we always remember.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this twenty-fifth
day of January, in the year of our Lord two thousand five, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-ninth.

GEORGE W. BUSH

Proclamation 7866 of February 1, 2005

American Heart Month, 2005

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
The miracles of modern medicine offer hope to those affected by heart
disease, yet there are also simple measures that Americans can take to
help prevent the disease. During American Heart Month, I encourage
all Americans to take action to help reduce their risk and increase
awareness of heart disease.

The steps to a healthy heart include preventing and controlling factors
that can lead to heart disease—smoking, high blood pressure, high
blood cholesterol, physical inactivity, obesity, and diabetes. By avoid-
ing tobacco, limiting consumption of alcohol, exercising regularly, eat-
ing a nutritious diet, and maintaining a healthy weight, Americans can
substantially reduce their risk of developing cardiovascular disease.

I also urge citizens to get routine preventative screenings and consult
with their doctors. Through these commonsense steps, we can save
many of the lives we might otherwise lose each year to heart disease.

Although heart disease is often associated with men, it is the leading
cause of death for American women: Nearly 500,000 American women
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